The nomads and the Transoxanian states
As compared to the Safavid and Mughal empires, the centralization of authority within the Uzbek state proved to be limited. The Uzbek ruling families were not able to establish complete autocracies. This was partly because of the influence exercised by the tribal chiefs (beys or begs) from among whom the officers of the khan were recruited. The role played by the religious hierarchy within the tribal confederacy also helped to weaken its centralization. Those Uzbek rulers who were in favour of centralization always came up against resistance from these powerful groups. The only exception appears to have been cAbdullah Khan: he managed to control the tribal chiefs and build a markedly autocratic polity, and he was able thereby to extend his rule to lands outside Transoxania.
Another factor constantly thwarting the unity of Uzbek power in Transoxania was the mounting pressure of the nomadic tribes of the northern steppes. One such group was that of the Kazakhs (Qazaqs). They were driven towards the lands controlled by the Uzbek khanate of Bukhara during the seventeenth century owing to the expansionist drive of the Russian state along and across the River Volga, a move that had started at the beginning of the sixteenth century. In the seventeenth century the Russian authorities constantly encouraged the Kazakh chiefs to be aggressive towards the khanate of Bukhara and create disturbances on its north-western frontier. Apparently, such a policy was operative as early as 1594, when the Kazakh chiefs are reported to have been supplied with troops as well as firearms by the Russians for use against the Uzbeks. While countering the Kazakh military pressure, Imam Quli, the ruler of Bukhara, succeeded in advancing his khanate's frontier in the north up to the mouth of the Syr Darya (Jaxartes) and also occupied Tashkent. But under his successor, cAbdu'l cAziz (1645–80), these gains were largely abandoned.
The weakening of the Bukhara khanate during the second half of the seventeenth century, combined with the pressure of the Kazakh tribes, led to its break-up in 1723. In that year an Uzbek adventurer, Shahrukh, who traced his ancestry back to the early Shaybanids, set up an independent principality in Ferghana which became famous as the khanate of Kokand (Khoqand) after the name of the town chosen as the seat of this new state (see Chapter 2, Part Two). The influence of the Khwaja families who had migrated from East Turkistan to the Ferghana valley during the preceding decades meant that this new principality was deeply involved in the trade passing between Kashghar and different places in Transoxania. Kokand's close trade links with Kashghar appear to have contributed to its formally recognizing Chinese suzerainty after the take-over of the whole of East Turkistan by the Qing empire in 1755–8.
The real political unification of the Ferghana valley under Kokand was achieved only during the nineteenth century under cAlim Khan (1798–1809), who not only gained Tashkent from the khanate of Bukhara but also suppressed an insurrection of the Kazakhs in that region. Under cAlim Khan's successor cUmar (1816–22), Kokand took Samarkand from the Bukhara khanate and also subjugated the town of Turkestan (Yasi), which had until then been controlled by the Kazakh chiefs allied with Bukhara. This expansionist drive was also continued by the next ruler Madali (Muhammad CAli, 1822–42), which finally led to a tribal rising within Ferghana supported by the khanate of Bukhara. The rising enabled the Kipchak (Qipchaq) chief, Musliman Quli, to capture power in Kokand. Subsequently, there was a prolonged tussle between the nomads and the settled population of Ferghana for land and political dominance, which continued until the subjugation of the region by the Russians.
One may also consider here the impact of the Dzungar (Kalmuk or Qalmaq) empire, a nomadic Mongol power which dominated the entire area between Transoxania and China proper from the early decades of the seventeenth century to the mid-eighteenth century. The Dzungars clashed with the Kazakhs and the Kyrgyz and practically expelled them from Semirechye. From their base in Dzungaria (the name now given to the territory formerly called Moghulistan) they invaded the largely sedentary khanate of Kashghar, which they had fully subjugated by the end of the seventeenth century.
One might expect these events to have caused much alarm in Transoxania, but there is surprisingly little evidence of it. Indeed, in 1691 Muhammad Amin Khan (1682–94), the last Chaghatayid khan of Kashghar, sent an embassy to Subhan Quli (1680–1702), the khan of Bukhara, in a vain effort to win his support against 'the infidel Kyrgyz', doubtless meaning the Dzungars. When Nadir Shah was conducting his lightning campaign in Transoxania he took care to send envoys and gifts to the rulers of 'Khita and Khotan', i.e. the Dzungars, who sent him a return embassy with gifts in 1745. In between the two events, there was some alarm felt at Nadir Shah's court in 1743 over the rumours of a possible alliance between the rulers of 'Khita and Khotan' and Mangu Qa'an (corruption of Manchu Qa'an) of China to thwart Nadir Shah's own designs against Khita (Dzungaria). Nadir Shah was murdered in 1747, but the threat from the Dzungars to sedentary states in Central Asia disappeared suddenly in a most unexpected fashion. The Qing (Manchu) government of China launched a powerful attack on the Dzungar empire in 1755, and by 1758 had destroyed it utterly.
